
There are few places you
can see buildings by
America’s Big Three ar-

chitects— Louis Sullivan,
Frank Lloyd Wright, and H.H.
Richardson— plus a park sys-
tem by Frederick Law Olm-
sted. Buffalo is one of them.
On this tour, besides the

master works by the Masters,
you’ll see scores of other beau-
tiful buildings and houses by
prominent national and inter-
national architects and the
streets and neighborhoods
where Buffalonians carry on
their everyday lives.
We start with the founda-

tion of modern Buffalo, and
modern urban America: The
building and grounds of what

was the Buffalo State Hospital,
designed by H.H. Richardson
and Frederick Law Olmsted,
conceived in 1870. We end
with the Heath House by
Frank Lloyd Wright of 1904. In
between, you’ll see world-al-
tering industrial architecture,
the preening mansions of
Delaware Avenue,  and the
prototype for the skyscraper,
Sullivan’s Guaranty Building.
We’ll put it all in context

for you, as we point out
dozens of buildings as markers
of Buffalo’s progress through
the years.
• Kleinhans Music Hall
• First Presbyterian Church
• Ellicott Square by Daniel
Burnham & Co.

• St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathe-
dral by Richard Upjohn
• The Canal District
• Niagara Square, 
• Lafayette Square
• Millionaire’s Row
• Allentown Historic District
• Delaware Historic District
• Electric Tower
• Shea’s Buffalo Theater
• The Market Arcade
• Theater Historic District
• West Village Historic Dist.
• Bidwell, Chapin, and Lin-
coln parkways

The Whirlwind tour is an as-
tounding 90-minute tour of a
great American city, given by
the experts of The Campaign
for Greater Buffalo History, Ar-
chitecture & Culture.

THE WHIRLWIND TOUR

BUFFALO OPEN-AIR AUTOBUS

Sat. & Sun. 10:00am
June 26 - Sep. 4.* $25
From Elmwood at Potomac. 
* No tour on 7/9

First come, first served. Pay in advance to reserve a seat: 716-854-3749 or OpenAirBuffalo.org



Campaign for Greater Buf-
falo members have been
conducting bus, boat,

and walking tours of the Buf-
falo waterfront since 1985. Our
Waterfront bus tour covers
what no one else does—Buffalo
River, the Old First Ward, and
the Outer Harbor. You’ll get a
unique perspective on Buf-
falo’s maritime, cultural, and
industrial heritage on this tour
created by Tim Tielman, editor
of the book  Buffalo’s Water-
front,
You’ll learn of the heroic ef-

fort to build a harbor and the
Erie Canal, and the unique
landscape it created—the giant

grain elevators lining our wa-
terways.
Some of the big things you’ll

see in an amazing 60 minutes:
• The Old First Ward, where
Irish immigrants of the 1820s
and 1840s sought their for-
tunes in the New World. 
• The factory where Edward
Barcolo’s invented the reclin-
ing chair—and the paid coffee
break
• The historic fireboat “Cotter.” 
• A tavern dating back to the
days of the saloon-boss system 
• The Cobblestone District, a
Canal-era industrial heritage
district. 
• The site of Grover Cleveland’s

table-top speech launching his
meteoric rise from Buffalo
lawyer to President of the
United States.
• The Great Northern Elevator,
coverboy of Scientific Ameri-
can in 1896, when it was both
the largest grain elevator ever
built and the first to be pow-
ered by alternating current
electricity.
• The Washburn-Crosby grain
elevator complex (home of
Cheerios) that architectural
historian Reyner Banham
called the “most influential
structures ever put up in North
America.” Wake up and smell
the toasted oats!

Sat. & Sun. 1:00pm
July 2 - Sep. 4.* $20
From Hanover and Main sts. 
* No tour on 7/23

Buffalo’s Waterfront Heritage
Monumental Grain Elevators & The Old First Ward

Buffalo Open-Air Autobus

First come, first served. Pay in advance to reserve a seat: 716-854-3749 or OpenAirBuffalo.org


