
American Dreams: Houses of E.B. Green
Fri. 6pm, June 28 & Aug 2; Sat. Sept. 21,
1pm from Elmwood Ave. @ Bidwell Pkwy. 2
hours, $25 ($5 for kids under 12)

E.B. Green (1855-1950) is Buffalo’s most
distinguished hometown architect. Of his 300
buildings, the most overlooked are his “small”
houses (to distinguish them from his truly in-

timidating mansions on Delaware Avenue). Fine structures of wood,
brick, and stone, they are tucked away on sidestreets,radiating charm
and poise in relative anonymity. Until now. Join us as we hunt down
the houses and tell the tales of the people who lived there. 

The Buffalo Whirlwind Tour
Sat. & Sun. 10Am June 16 - Sep. 29
Thur. evenings 6pm June 20 -Aug.  29 from Elmwood Ave. @
Bidwell Pkwy. 2 hours, $25 ($5 for kids under 12)

This Buffalo institution gives you all the architectural highlights
of Buffalo—buildings by Frank Lloyd Wright, H.H. Richardson, and
Louis Sullivan, grand civic architecture, historic districts, as well the
terminus of the Erie Canal. 

The starting point is conveniently located among the restaurants
and cafes of the Elmwood Avenue. On Saturdays, you can enjoy the
farmers’ market before the tour.

Last of Their Kind: Churches of Oakley &
Schallmo

Sat. Sept. 7, 1pm
from Elmwood Ave. @ Bidwell
Pkwy. Special 4-hour tour, $50

Chester Oakley (1893-1968)
and Albert Schallmo (1884-1928)
worked together for just nine
years before Schallmo’s prema-
ture death. The last years of the
partnership produced four exqui-
site churches in the four corners
of the city: St. John’s in Riverside,

St. Casimir’s in Kaisertown, St. Luke’s on Sycamore St. on the East
Side, and Blessed Trinity, serving the north-central part of the ex-
panding city. Their work was the end of an era; the Great Depression
and soon came, and afterwards church construction was less in-
spired. This is a rare chance to see these marvels of brick and terra
cotta in one day. 

Frank Lloyd Wright’s Buffalo 
Fri. 6pm, July 5 & Aug 9  from Elmwood Ave. @ Bidwell Pkwy. 
2 hours, $25 ($5 for kids under 12)

The Buffalo that Frank Lloyd Wright knew from the early 1900’s
to the 1930’s, the five houses he designed, the unique Blue Sky Mau-
soleum and the striking Fontana Boathouse are the subjects of our
tour. Wright and Buffalo both matured in the 1890’s and 1900’s, and
you’ll see the context Wright built in, and the frontiers he pushed
back. 

Industrial Strength Architecture: 
Adventure on the Belt Line  
Fri.  6pm,  July 12  & Aug 16; Sat. Sept 14, 1 pm from Elmwood
Ave. @ Great Arrow, 2 hours, $25 ($5 for kids under 12) 

It is one of Buffalo’s Hide-in-Plain-Sight secrets: The NY Central

Belt Line of the 1880’s, the city’s most consequential transportation
project since the Erie Canal. The Belt Line attracted huge industrial
plants like Pierce-Arrow, Ford Motor, Larkin Soap, and, of course, the
titanic NY Central Terminal itself. See powerful and innovative ar-
chitecture that effects how we live today. Top it all off with a fabu-
lous  fish fry at Jake’s, built to serve Pierce Arrow workers.

Into the Heart of Black Rock: 
War of 1812 Edition
Sat. June 15, 10Am &  Sat. Sept. 28, 1pm from Elmwood Ave.
@ Bidwell Pkwy. 2 hours, $25 ($5 for kids under 12)

Black Rock was until 1853 an independent village in bitter com-
petition with Buffalo for supremacy on the Great Lakes. Buffalo won
and eventually absorbed Black Rock, but a distinctive place re-
mained. From LaSalle Park to the to the renewed Amherst Street,
we’ll trace the history of the place from 1609 to WWI, with a special
emphasis on the War of 1812, which was raging 200 years ago.

Discover an all-but-forgotten border railroad station and customs
house and a real rarity, the circa 1830 Howell House. We’ll also see some
wonderful renovation projects, including a house with the bark still on
its hand-hewn rafters, a firehouse converted to a house, not to men-
tion a cannonball factory, the Black Rock Lock, and several beautiful
churches.

Scoopers, Saloons, and Grain Elevators:
Water’s Edge in the Old First Ward 
Friday evening  6pm: June 14, July 19, and August 30
from Michigan and Ohio sts. 2 hours, $25 ($5 for kids under 12)
Special “City of Night” Edition: Sat Aug 17, 2pm & 5pm
from Ohio & Ganson sts.  2 hours, $25 

Buffalo’s grain elevators are a landscape unlike any other,  reflecting
a history unlike any other. You’ll get neck-craining up-close views of
these monsters, plus discover the people and places of Buffalo’s storied
waterfront, including the birthplace of the reclining chair and the cof-
fee break (Related? Yes!), where  Grover Cleveland hoisted a beer stein
and launched a political career, and “saloon boss” of bosses Fingy
Connors held sway. At tour’s end, enjoy a famous fish fry at the last
tavern/hotel constructed on the waterfront in the saloon-boss era,
the Swannie House.

This Old mansion
Fri. 6pm, June 21,  July 26,  & Aug. 23
from Elmwood Ave. @ Bidwell Pkwy. 2
hours, $25 ($5 for kids under 12)

The lifestyles of the rich and infamous un-
fold on this fascinating tour of the mansions of
Buffalo’s titans. Learn of their feats and foibles
and evolving taste in conspicuous architectural
consumption. Massive Italianate,  Second Em-

pire, Victorian Gothic, Queen Anne, and Shingle-Style houses were a
kind of urban Downton Abbey. All was not decourous, however:
Mabel Dodge Luhan, who, after a trailblazing and swath-cutting life
on two continents, wrote a famous memoir that dished the dirt on
her youthful Buffalo neighbors.

The Campaign for Greater Buffalo’s open-air tours are the ultimate
in augmented reality. Led by passionate experts with a flair for 

storytelling, you’ll appreciate Buffalo in a new way

Open-Air Autobus Summer 2013

Info, charters & reservations
716-854-3749  
E-mail Tours@c4gb.org


